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RIBA President’s Medals 2025		Entry Nomination
The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) is now inviting nominations from schools of architecture around the world for the 2025 RIBA President’s Medals.
First awarded in 1836, the President’s Medals recognise outstanding work by Architecture students and reflect RIBA’s founding mission, as set out in its 1837 charter: the advancement of architecture and the acquisition of knowledge in the various arts and sciences related to it.
This document includes the sections:
1 GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS (please read this section carefully before completing sections 2 and 3)
2 ENTRY NOMINATION
3 ENTRY RELEASE
Once completed, this document must be emailed along with the entry’s digital-only content to presidents.medals@riba.org. 
All information provided in this form will be treated in the strictest confidence and in line with RIBA’s Privacy Policy

1 GUIDELINES AND REQUIREMENTS 
1.1 THE AWARDS’ CATEGORIES
For the 2025 President’s Medals, schools of architecture are invited to nominate entries in the following categories:
· RIBA BRONZE MEDAL: Up to two design projects as separate entries, produced by (a) student(s) who is/are enrolled in, about to complete, or who has/have completed the current or most recent academic year of a RIBA Part 1 qualification (or the first three of five years of a professional architecture qualification for courses not validated by RIBA).
· RIBA SILVER MEDAL: Up to two design projects as separate entries, produced by (a) student(s) who is/are enrolled in, about to complete, or who have completed the current or most recent academic year of a RIBA Part 2 qualification (or the last two of five years of a professional architecture qualification for courses not validated by RIBA).
· RIBA DISSERTATION MEDAL: One dissertation as a single entry, produced by (a) student(s) who is/are enrolled in, about to complete, or have completed the current or most recent academic year of a professional qualification in Architecture (RIBA Part 1 or Part 2 for institutions offering RIBA-validated courses).
The judging panel for each category will award one medal and may commend up to five entries. In addition, the judging panels for the Bronze and Silver Medals will also select the winners of: 
· SERJEANT AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN DRAWING at Part 1 and Part 2: Given in memory of the late architect Denis Serjeant (a founding member of RIBA’s Student Prizes Group in 1981), these awards recognise excellence in technical and creative ability in architectural drawing.
· RIBA AWARDS FOR SUSTAINABLE DESIGN at Part 1 and Part 2: Established in 2019, these awards are presented to design proposals that best address social, political and environmental sustainability.

1.2 CONTENT OF AN ENTRY
Schools will define their own criteria and processes for selecting their entries and nominees. The contents must be prepared and submitted jointly by the authors and the tutors who supervised their development.
The content of each entry must be produced by the nominee(s) or used with permission. 
All entries submitted for these awards are expected to demonstrate the following within the context of professional education:
· a thorough and original analysis of the brief
· a comprehensive and coherent treatment of the chosen subject(s)
· the exercise of independent critical reasoning
· an understanding of how architecture serves a social purpose and delivers sustainable development to the benefit of communities
Each entry must include:
· a completed Entry Nomination Form
· two sets of images (in JPG format only) 
· set 1: Up to 10 high-resolution images (minimum 300 dpi or at least 7,000 x 4,500 pixels). 
· set 2: The same images as set 1, but at a web-compatible resolution (less than 1MB each). This set will be made public at presidentsmedals.com. Any captions or credit lines must be succinct and provided in a separate document identifying each numbered image with its corresponding text.
NOTE: As entries will be viewed and assessed by the judges mostly on PCs or laptops, a landscape orientation for images, films, or portfolios is preferable.
For the Dissertation Medal, entries must also include a single PDF file of the dissertation. This file is an essential part of the submission as it will be used by the judges as a reading copy. 
For the Bronze and Silver Medals, a digital portfolio per entry is strongly encouraged as supporting material. The portfolio will allow the author(s) to demonstrate evidence of, and elaborate on:
· their sources of inspiration
· iterations of the concept
· technical ability
· design resolution
· research processes
The portfolio must be saved as a single PDF at 150dpi and 1,754 x 2,480 pixels, and it must not exceed 30 pages in total (including covers, indexes, and blank pages). 
Nominees may also submit films or sound recordings they have produced to support their entries. Each entry should include only one file, submitted in either MP4 or MP3 format, with a recommended maximum duration of four minutes. 
While the Entry Nomination Form must include the names of the author(s), tutor(s), and their school, all submitted entry materials must remain completely anonymous. This means that no files—whether JPGs, MP4s, PDFs, or others—should display the name of the student, tutor, or institution, either visibly or within file metadata. Any entry containing identifying information will be disqualified.
Similarly, both analogue and digital materials must not include printed or embedded URLs or QR codes that direct viewers to additional online content. Such entries will also be disqualified. Nominees are instead encouraged to include supporting content (such as digital portfolios or films) within their official submission, as outlined above.
Entries may be produced collaboratively. In the case of a group submission receiving an award, all authors will be equally acknowledged and the award shared.

1.3 BRONZE AND SILVER MEDALS ENTRIES
The Bronze and Silver Medals judging panels welcome submissions that explore diverse subjects, methodologies, and presentations, and will assess each entry based on:
· architectural ambition and extent of innovation
· creative vision in all aspects of the design proposal
· evidence of research and critical thinking 
· fitness for purpose not only in response to the brief, but also in response to global challenges like accessibility and sustainability
· contextual effectiveness of the design 
· quality of the spatial experience for individuals and communities
· suitability of the structural and passive /active systems adopted
· appropriate selection and detailing of materials 
Whatever the methodology and presentation format adopted, these should be appropriate to the subject being explored, and should positively contribute to its analysis and communication.

1.4 DISSERTATION MEDAL ENTRIES
The judging panel for the Dissertation Medal welcomes diverse subjects, methodologies, and presentation formats. Subjects may include, but are  not restricted to:
· studies of significant buildings and architects
· analyses of specific places, spaces, and urban conditions
· representations of architecture in the visual and literary arts
· research on alternative architectural practices
· investigations that are historical, social, cultural, contextual / environmental, and theoretical.

Methodologies may include, but are  not limited to:
· primary archival research of buildings and their historiographic interpretation
· critical and reflexive engagements with design, such as design-writing and performative methodologies
· qualitative and ethnographic or interview-based research methods
· interactions with fine and visual arts
· philosophical, ecological, aesthetic interpretations
· critical histories of technology
The judges welcome imaginative, speculative, and innovative investigations and interpretations of all kinds, emphasizing the importance of the written word in communicating ideas about architecture and the built environment. Formats may also include portfolios of writings, exploration of language and content through multimedia presentations, and other approaches to discourse that prioritize extended, structured thinking. 
Regardless of the methodology and presentation format used, they must be appropriate to the subject being explored and should positively contribute to its analysis and communication.
Dissertations must be written in or translated into English as part of a RIBA Part 1 or Part 2 qualification (or an equivalent professional qualification in Architecture not validated by RIBA). Dissertations produced as part of postgraduate academic or research qualifications (such as Master’s or PhD programmes) are not eligible.

1.5 SUBMITTING AN ENTRY
Entries for the awards must be saved individually on a cloud storage platform (e.g., Dropbox, WeTransfer, OneDrive, or Google Drive). The download link must be emailed to presidents.medals@riba.org. Physical entries are not accepted.
Submission deadlines:
· DISSERTATION MEDAL: 15:00 BST (14:00 UTC) on MONDAY, 21 JULY 2025
· BRONZE MEDAL: 15:00 BST (14:00 UTC) on MONDAY, 28 JULY 2025
· SILVER MEDAL: 15:00 BST (14:00 UTC) on MONDAY, 28 JULY 2025
RIBA does not confirm receipt of submissions due to the large number of entries received and will not be responsible for undelivered emails or entries. To ensure that an entry has been delivered successfully, it is recommended to request a delivery receipt from the email provider (not from RIBA as the recipient). 

1.6 COPYRIGHT AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIBA does not claim ownership of the content submitted for the RIBA President’s Medals.
By submitting an entry, the school of architecture and the nominee(s) grant RIBA permission to use, display, and publish the submitted work in both print and digital formats for purposes directly related to the RIBA President’s Medals and other associated non-commercial activities. This includes:
· Sharing descriptive text, images, sound recordings, and films from the entry with third-party press contacts
· Displaying entries in exhibitions
· Featuring the nominee(s)' work in lectures, with appropriate authorship acknowledgment
· Promoting the RIBA President’s Medals
This permission excludes the publication of full written dissertations unless explicitly agreed with the nominee(s).
It is the responsibility of the school of architecture to ensure that each submitted entry is authentic, original, and free of plagiarised content. By submitting an entry, the school and nominee(s) confirm that the work and all supporting materials do not infringe on the intellectual property or other rights of third parties.
Nominees are solely responsible for ensuring that all images included in their entries are free of third-party intellectual property rights. If any image is not the nominee’s own, they must obtain permission from the copyright holder prior to submission and provide appropriate credit in the image captions.
By completing and submitting section 3 (Entry Release) of this document, the author(s) agree(s) to these conditions.
RIBA reserves the right to edit, remove from publication, or disqualify any entry found to contain material that infringes, or is alleged to infringe, the rights of third parties.

1.7 CONTACT US
If you have any questions about the RIBA President’s Medals, please write to us at presidents.medals@riba.org or contact us directly:
	John-Paul Nunes
	Sophie Arp

	Head of Education Projects
	Education Projects Coordinator

	john-paul.nunes@riba.org
	sophie.arp@riba.org 








2 ENTRY NOMINATION FORM
This section must be completed jointly by the student(s) who authored the entry and by the tutor(s) responsible for supervising its development. 
If the entry was produced by multiple students or supervised by multiple tutors, please add more rows as required to provide details for all co-authors and co-tutors. 
Only the individuals named in this section will be acknowledged in any publications, press materials, awards certificates or ceremony speeches related to the awards.

	Medal Category (please tick one per entry)

	 RIBA Bronze Medal
	 RIBA Silver medal
	 RIBA Dissertation Medal



	Entry Title

	




	School of Architecture / University
	Course Name 

	

	




	Student’s first name
	Student’s last name
	Student’s email 
	Student’s telephone 

	

	

	
	



	Tutor’s first name
	Tutor’s last name
	Tutor’s email 
	Tutor’s telephone 

	

	

	
	















	NOMINATION STATEMENT 
(To be completed by the student(s))
Please describe your entry in no more than 200 words in the column below. 
This statement should provide information about the concept, aims, and outcomes of your work. Aim for clarity and conciseness, using accessible language to convey the significance and originality of your project.
This statement may be used in public print and digital platforms (including press releases and social media), and in the ceremony speeches. 
	ENTRY BRIEF 
(To be completed by the tutor(s))
Please provide a summary of the brief addressed by the student in this entry, in no more than 200 words in the column below. 
This statement should offer insight into the design context, the methodology employed, and the nature of the solutions proposed. 
DO NOT include the name(s) of the student(s), the tutor(s), the course/unit, or the institution. This information is for the judges only and will not be made public. 

	
	




3 ENTRY RELEASE FORM
This section is to be completed by the student(s) who produced the accompanying entry for the 2025 RIBA President’s Medals. If the entry was produced by more than one student, each student must complete this section. 
Completing it is essential to allow RIBA to publish the content of the entry in the awards website (www.presidentsmedals.com), exhibition materials, press releases, social media channels, and ceremony speeches.

	Student’s Name
	

	Student’s Address
	






(The Licensor, you, your)
1. You hereby grant to the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), for good and valuable consideration, permission to:
a) use the visual and written material submitted for the entry identified above (the Material)
i) in RIBA President’s Medals publications, whether in print or online, by RIBA or by a third-party publisher on RIBA’s behalf 
ii) in all formats and platforms and in any and all media now known or hereafter developed, in relation to publishing the RIBA President’s Medals
b) use your name, the Higher Education Institution that nominated you and your entry, and your image and biographical information in connection with the permitted use of the Material
This permission excludes sharing the full text of the written dissertation, which is subject to separate agreement.
2. You represent and warrant that 
a) you are the sole owner of all copyright, trademark, and other intellectual property and proprietary rights in and to the Material
b) publication of the Material as authorized herein will not infringe any copyright, trademark, or other intellectual property or proprietary right of any person or entity
c) you are not a party, and the Material is not subject to, any contract or arrangement that would conflict with your permission herein
3. This Agreement shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with the laws of, England and Wales.
	Student’s Signature
	
	Date
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